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Soviet Combat Brigade
Stages Cubg Exercise,
Pentagon Source Says

By L. EDGAR PRINA
" Coprey Hews Service
w. WASHINGTON — The Soviet combat brigade in Cuba has carried out its
st full-scale combined arms exercise since the storm over its presence on
the Caribbean island produced a mini-crisis for President Carter last year.
This was reported yesterday to Copley News Service by a highly placed

Pentagon source, who said US. inteRigence had confirmed that the 2,600 to

3,000 Russian troops had engiged 1o iantry-artillery-tank maneuvers in a

trai’rf;‘;?ﬁg area near Lourdes, Cuba, last menth. .
“bne brigade had been assuming a rather low profile until this exercise,”

the source said. -
“Perhaps the Kremlin felt Mr.
: Carter was so preoccupied with pres-
idential election politics that he
( wouldn't make a fuss over it.”

Reither the White House nor the
Pentagon has made any public state-
ment about the brigade’s maneunvers,
although the event took place at J2ast
two weeks ago.

_ Late last summer, Mr. Carter re-
luctantly admitted that U.S. intelli-
gence had detected the presence of

" the Soviet.combat brigade in Cuba
and said, in-a prepared statement,
“We consider (it) to be a very a se-

. rions matter and this status quo is .-

‘ not acceptable” -
. However, after diplomatic pres-

. sure failed {o persuade the Soviets o .

withdraw the-combat troops, Mr.
Carter -to}d a nationwide television
audience the “Soviet Union does not
admit the unit in question is a com-
. ) bat unit” and kad informed him the
k4 brigade has only a training mission

and “can do nothing more” than that. -
“These assurances hdve been given

to me from the highest levels of the
Soviet government,” he:said. “Al-
though we have persuasive evidence
the unit has been a combat brigade,

the Soviet statercents abont the fu-

"% ture non-combat status of the unit
. are significant.””
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( . . ~“The combined arms exercise by

the full brigade brings into question
the : validity of these Kremlin as-
surhnces to the President and as to
hew “significant” they are.

'L‘ast summer, the White House de-
nied, in response to inguiries from
Sen. Richard Stone, D-Fla., and the
press, any knowledge of organized
Sovlet troop units in Cuba, although

leaked U.S. intelligence reports indi-

cated there was considerable evi-
dence that such units were, indeed,
stationed there.

Thep, late in July, the CIA’s Na-
tional Intelligence Daily, a publica-
tion which goes to about 300 top gov-

- ernment officials and intelligence

experts, said it had confirmed the
brigade’s presence. ‘

Copley News Service broke this
story Aug. 30 and the next night, Sen.
Frank Church, D-Idaho, after being
informed by the State Department,
made what amounted to an official
announcement of the event. Church
is chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

. Adm. Stansfield Turner, director
of Central Intelligence, told-the Asso-
ciation of Former Intelligence Offi--

" cers last Oct. 6 that the Soviet bri-

gade consists of three infantry bat-

" talisns, a tank battalion and artil-

lery, anti-aircraft and anti-tank
element;.,' .




